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1 RITIBi: OORSaLATa-OSBEftAIj, 
JGNBOVDU 

October 14ti;.1916. 

*- 

FiTf 

In reply to your letter of the 11th of September 
requesting Information concerning the death of an 
Englishman named ALFRED RICfxTTS, the following com¬ 
munication --as made to mo at this Consulate-General 
on the afternoon of the 16th of July by a hr Fh. 
Trinity* a Liberian subject and the landlord of the 
hpusg in Monrovia in which the deceased had been 1: - 
v'ng up to the date of Ms death: - 

* That a Fred*'hr ictetts, ritish subj ect from 
■ La& Palmas of the firm of ' srs.John bull and Com- 
f uany drowned yesterday at t p,cu, (July 15th) # body 
1 found about 11 a»sutO»chy t {< ly 1.6 tJx), 1 

A further report reached me later that Sr uic- 
" etts was on his way to board the Spanish steamer 
•Ciudad de Cadiwhen the boat which he was in Sap- 
sized on the bar and Lr Ricketts was drowned before 
any possible human aid could come to Ms assistance 
.uid that his death ,iu t have boon almost f not in¬ 
stantaneous t-n Ms body ■» as not >en to r^so to the 
surface of the sea niter the capsizing of Ms boat. 

Tfie deceased^ body 1 after having been recovered 
from the sea vao y r j.nrly coffined and buried the 
Monrovia cemetery n the ; 'ternoon of the 16th of 


or I * wanton, 

'is ‘ M Consul, 

L i.s Pe„lmi3,, 
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of Jul,, in. v presence, and in the presence of seve¬ 
ral mourners no had been friends of tbo deceased, 
and I thanked than after thfe burial sprvice by the 
clergyman officiating, at the grave-side on. "behalf 
of tin absent relatives of the deceased for their 
' ind sympathy in attending at the last sad rites of 
a I rit'sh subject who had died so far away from his 
country and hone. 

X was not aware that the deceased had been liv¬ 
ing In Liberia until the news of his death reached 
me on the 16 th of July, as ! r Ricketts had not m&do 
h'nsilf known to ne or taken out a certificate of 
Registration as a British subject at this office, 
which ""rom his papers he only did with the Liberian. 
Government authorities - all foreigners being called 
upcr. to do so by registorOing their nausea and nation¬ 
ality or. their arrival at ' onrovia or coast ports af 
intending to reside -anywhere in Liberia, 

I have made every inouiry as to whether there 

. •• * 

-to ary of 'ho relatives of the deceased livin; ir. 
this country but without result, therefore his few 
personal effects consisting principally of wearing 
apparel have been sold anc the proceeds deposited at 
this Off'ce for safe-hooping, the deceased's papers 
end sor e trinl ets hav'ng been retained by me in the 
customary manner for handing over to the legal clai¬ 
mants ks a sou- enir of the deceased. 

~!:ore is no trace of any money having been left 
by the deceased tiny where in this Republic, and no one 
here appears to have any knowledge whatever of the 
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the deceased 1 s financial business or private affairs, 
nor of the existence nor address of lias relatives,not 
oven tin Spanish Consul. 

I v*aa info mid by the Spanish Consul hero that 
in the absence of any funds available to settle the 
the burial and unpaid personal accounts, if any, of 
the deceased, the Spaniards -1th whoa he had been 
vot ing Lad voluntarily offered to pay all such ex¬ 
penses, Thieh I permitted them to do through their 
Consul, understanding that it was not tuoir intention 
tc claim a refund of tiio^o payments from the estate 
of tin deceased, 8u> their action in the matter was 
mo-jit as a rateful recognition of the good services 
r endered by r hicketts during hi a connection w«th 
their business, 

I than! you for v:ur r:nd aa&istance in this 
sad fair, and T shall be 1 1 d to heal’ further from 
you respecting the deceased 1 ^ papers and trinkets, fee* 
and whether you would take charge of the same as it 
appears to me from your letter under reply that Las 
Palmas was the idgpted heme of the late EVed.H.hic- 
! otts where eerhaps t;:no of his relatives may be re- 
s ding. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

cs: ^-aN Wry. \#rrC2_^L>». . 

Act' ng Ccniiul-i jneraJ. 
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